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Definition:

During the 2006 and 2007 field seasons the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry coordinated a survey of invasive plant species on priority sites in Wisconsin’s northern State Forests (Black River SF, Brule River SF, Coulee Experimental SF, Flambeau River SF, Governor Knowles SF, Northern Highland-American Legion SF, and Peshtigo River SF) for the purpose of collecting information on the ecology of invasive plants, mapping the current existence and extent of invasive plant infestations within the state forests, establishing a baseline GIS database to aid in the development of invasive plant management goals and objectives, increasing departmental and public awareness of invasive plant issues, and creating support for management and prevention programs. Each State Forest identified a list of priority search areas for invasive plant surveys using maps and forest staff input. Priority areas include corridors along roads and trails, homesteads, boat landings, river ways, timber sales, gravel pits, recreational sites and campgrounds.
Location:  http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/forestmanagement/documents 
Feature Type(s):
Points
Geographic Extent: 

Northern State Forests:
Black River State Forest

Brule River State Forest

Coulee Experimental State Forest

Flambeau River State Forest

Governor Knowles State Forest

Northern Highland-American Legion State Forest

Peshtigo River State Forest
Source Scale:
Collected with GPS units by several individuals following a protocol (see “Additional Information” below).
Purpose/Background:

The purpose of this layer was for collecting information on the ecology of invasive plants, mapping the current existence and extent of invasive plant infestations within the state forests, establishing a baseline GIS database to aid in the development of invasive plant management goals and objectives, increasing departmental and public awareness of invasive plant issues, and creating support for management and prevention programs. **Data was collected on priority areas of State Forests, not the entire property.  Surveyors relied on maps and information from forest staff to locate all priority areas within the forest.  Survey points were collected at the center of an infestation, unless a particularly linear infestation (such as along a trail), in which case surveyors logged a point at the beginning and end of the infestation.  
Contact Persons:

GIS contact Janel Pike, Forestry Services Bureau, (608) 266-2050.

State Forest Inventory Coordinator is Sarah Herrick, Office of Forest Sciences, (608)267-7689.

Forestry Invasive Plants Coordinator is Tom Boos, Office of Forest Sciences, (608) 266-9276.

Update Frequency: 

Current as of January 2008
Projection: Wisconsin Transverse Mercator NAD 1983/1991 (WTM83/91)

Parameters
Projection Transverse

Datum HPGN

Units Meters

Spheroid GRS 1980

Scale factor .9996

Longitude –90 0 0.00

Latitude 0 0 0.00
False Easting 520,000

False Northing –4,480,000

ATTRIBUTES
Attribute Fields:

	FIELD NAME
	TYPE
	LENGTH
	FORMAT
	EXAMPLE

	SITE_ID
	C
	30
	TEXT
	28573_46 32 22 N_91 35 34 W

	TSN 
	I
	6
	 NUMERIC
	28573

	GENUS
	C
	20
	TEXT
	Rhamnus

	SPECIES
	C
	20
	TEXT
	cathartica

	COMMON_NAM
	C
	40
	TEXT
	common buckthorn

	INFEST_NUM
	C
	15
	TEXT
	1-50

	INFEST_ARE
	C
	15
	TEXT
	< 0.25

	INFEST_UNI
	C
	15
	TEXT
	ACRES

	COMMENTS
	C
	100
	TEXT
	Spot; camp site 10

	HABITAT
	C
	25
	TEXT
	wooded

	HYDROLOGY
	C
	25
	TEXT
	dry

	LAND_USE
	C
	25
	TEXT
	natural area

	OWNERSHIP
	C
	25
	TEXT
	state

	STATE
	C
	2
	TEXT
	WI

	COUNTY
	C
	20
	TEXT
	Douglas

	T_R_S
	C
	9
	 ##N##E/W##
	47N10W23

	QTR_QTR
	C
	4
	TEXT
	NWSW

	LAT_WGS84
	C
	12
	 ## ## ##
	46 32 22

	LONG_WGS84
	C
	12
	 ## ## ##
	91 35 34

	NATIVE_X
	N
	18
	######.####
	397860.9794

	NATIVE_Y
	N
	18
	######.####
	675247.8052

	NATIVE_SRS
	C
	30
	 TEXT
	WTM 

	NATIVE_DAT
	C
	20
	 TEXT
	NAD83 HARN

	DATE_FOUND
	C
	8
	YYYY or YYYYMMDD
	20060523

	COLL_METHOD
	C
	50
	TEXT
	Invasive Species Survey

	VOUCHER
	C
	50
	T/F
	F

	DATA_ENTRY
	C
	20
	TEXT
	GPS 

	ACCURACY
	C
	20
	TEXT
	within 10 meters

	DATA_SOURC
	C
	20
	TEXT
	WDNR Forestry

	OBSERVER
	C
	25
	TEXT
	J.Horky & J.Johnson

	CONTACT
	C
	25
	TEXT
	Eunice Padley

	PHONE
	C
	14
	###.###.####
	608.261.6459

	EMAIL
	C
	45
	TEXT
	eunice.padley@dnr.state.wi.us

	PHOTO 
	C
	35
	T/F
	F

	SCI_NAME
	C
	50
	TEXT
	Rhamnus cathartica

	PROP_NAME
	C
	50
	
	Governor Knowles State Forest


Field Descriptions:

SITE_ID: 
Identification of specific points using combination of latitude and longitude.
TSN: 
A unique numeric identifier for each invasive species.
GENUS: 
The Latin genus of the located invasive plant.
SPECIES: 
The Latin species name of the located invasive plant.
COMMON_NAM:  The common English name of the located invasive species.
INFEST_NUM: Approximate number of individual plants in the located population:
Possible Values (Domain):
1-50
Population consists of 1 to 50 individuals
50-100
Population consists of 50 to 100 individuals
100-500
Population consists of 100 to 500 individuals
500-1000
Population consists of 500 to 1000 individuals
>1000
Population consists of more than 1000 individuals
INFEST_ARE:
Approximate area covered by infestation:
Possible Values (Domain):
<0.25
Infestation covers less than 0.25 acres
0.25-0.5
Infestation covers approximately 0.25-0.5 acres
0.5-1.0
Infestation covers approximately 0.5-1.0 acres
>1.0
Infestation covers more than 1.0 acres
INFEST_UNI:
The area unit of measure describing the infestation area (above). All units are “acres”.

COMMENTS:
Additional information about the location of the invasive plant or population. Described by spot, linear (start, midpoint, or end), or by specific information, such as “Halls Creek Rd”.
HABITAT:
Brief description of habitat where infestation was located.
Possible Values (Domain):
Aquatic

Open



Shoreline


Wetland


Wooded



Woodland Edge


HYDROLOGY:
Brief description of the hydrologic regime where the infestation was located.
Possible Values (Domain):
Dry

Dry-Mesic

Mesic

Seasonally Wet

Wet

Wet-Mesic
LAND_USE:
Brief description of land use of area where the infestation was located.

Possible Values (Domain):
Agricultural

Natural Area

Residential

Right of Way

Urban

OWNERSHIP:
Landowner of property where invasive plant was located.

Possible Values (Domain):
County

Federal

Local Municipal

Mixed

Private

State

Tribal

STATE:
State in which invasive plant was located. All are in Wisconsin.

COUNTY:
County in which invasive plant was located.
T_R_S:
Township, range, and section (Public Land Survey System – PLSS) where the invasive plant was located. This is an 8-digit string: 2-digit township, direction, 2-digit range, direction, 2-digit section.
QTR_QTR:
Quarter-quarter description (PLSS) of the section where the invasive plant was located. This is a 2-digit string: quarter, and quarter-quarter.
LAT_WGS84:
Latitude coordinate (World Geodetic System, 1984) where the invasive plant was located.
LONG_WGS84: Longitude coordinate (World Geodetic System, 1984) where the invasive plant was located.

NATIVE_X:
X-coordinate of the location of the invasive plant, expressed as meters Easting in Wisconsin Transverse Mercator (WTM83/91).
NATIVE_Y:
Y-coordinate of the location of the invasive plant, expressed as meters Easting in Wisconsin Transverse Mercator (WTM83/91).
NATIVE_SRS:
Coordinate system used was WTM, or Wisconsin Transverse Mercator.

NATIVE_DAT: Datum = NAD83, HARN.

DATE_FOUND: Indicates the year in which the invasive plant was observed.

COLL_METHO: The method used to collect/identify invasive species. The methods used were part of the Data Collection Protocol for the Invasive Species Survey.


VOUCHER:
Voucher record. A voucher is evidence used to confirm a plant's identity and to prove it was found in a particular location.
Possible Values (Domain):
T
True, Yes

F
False, No
DATA_ENTRY: GPS – data was collected using a GPS unit in the field.

ACCURACY:
Estimated accuracy of site coordinates.

Possible Values (Domain):
Within 10 meters

DATA_SOURC: WDNR, Forestry
OBSERVER:
Name of observer who documented the invasive species in the field.
CONTACT:
Contact person at the Wisconsin DNR – Eunice Padley.
PHONE:
Telephone number for contact at Wisconsin DNR (Eunice Padley) – 608.261.6459.

EMAIL:
E-mail for contact at Wisconsin DNR (Eunice Padley) – eunice.padley@dnr.state.wi.us
PHOTO:
Indicates whether or not a photo of the invasive species occurrence was taken. 

Possible Values (Domain):
T
True, Yes

F
False, No
SCI_NAME:
The full Latin name of the located invasive plant (Genus species).
Additional Information:
For more information on the Data Collection Protocol, see document: Inventory_protocol.doc
Additional questions may be directed to: Sarah Herrick or Tom Boos.
User Advisory:  

Neither the Department of Natural Resources nor any of its employees shall be held liable for any improper or incorrect use of the information described and/or contained herein and assumes no responsibility for anyone's use of the information.  Furthermore, no warranty, expressed or implied, is made regarding accuracy, adequacy, completeness, legality, reliability or usefulness of any information. The Department provides this information on an "as is" basis. The Department has made reasonable efforts to provide you with accurate information, but cannot exclude the possibility of errors or omissions in sources or of changes in actual conditions. Changes may be periodically made to the information herein; these changes may or may not be incorporated in any new version of the data. If you have obtained information from the Department from a source other than the Department, be aware that electronic data can be altered subsequent to original distribution. Data can also quickly become out-of-date. It is recommended that careful attention be paid to the contents of all data, and that the originator of the data or information be contacted with any questions regarding appropriate use.

Disclaimer:

The following disclaimer should be included on publications using the State Forest Invasive Plant Inventory data:

“The Department has made reasonable efforts to provide you with accurate information, but cannot exclude the possibility of errors or omissions in sources or of changes in actual conditions. The Department makes no warranties of any kind, either express or implied.  Changes may be periodically made to the information herein – contact the originator of the data with any questions regarding appropriate use.”
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