Original Vegetation points 
Abstract: 
This database contains vegetative information extracted from the field notebooks from the U.S. General Land Office survey for Wisconsin, also known as the Public Land Survey System (PLSS), conducted between 1832 and 1866, with 5 townships completed in 1871, 1872, and 1891. The survey was carried out for the purpose of subdividing the unsettled territories of the United States into six mile square townships and then one mile square sections, eventually to be sold. Survey posts were set every half mile along the one mile square grid of sections at locations called section and quarter section corners. Between 2 and 4 trees near each survey post were blazed, scribed and recorded into the field notebooks. The majority of the database consists of information about individual bearing trees: species or genus, and diameter of the trees, and compass bearing and distance of the trees from the survey post. In addition, the database contains records for meander corners (posts set where the survey line intersected navigable bodies of water, where between 2 and 4 bearing trees were recorded) and line trees (individual trees recorded along the survey lines, not associated with a section, quarter section, or meander corner).

Access Constraints: 
Do not distribute these data outside of the DNR. For more information, please contact David J. Mladenoff at the address or telephone number listed in Contact Information.

Geographic Extent: 
Bounding_Coordinates: 
West_Bounding_Coordinate: -92.9781 

East_Bounding_Coordinate: -86.6888 

North_Bounding_Coordinate: 47.0553 

South_Bounding_Coordinate: 42.4575 

Native Data Environment: 
Tabular: compiled in Paradox and exported to Microsoft Access. Subsequently related to the DNR’s Landnet geodataset for use in Arc Info and Arc View.

Maintenance Update Frequency: 
None planned

Progress Type: 
In work

Purpose Description: 
These data were collected to be used in ecological research, primarily to document forest compositional and other vegetative and land cover changes since pre-European settlement times.

Use Constraints: 
The user should be aware of several issues. One is that this should be considered a preliminary version of the database, subject to continued updating. A second significant issue to note is that the survey points are one half mile apart, and therefore the data are not appropriate to be used at a local or detailed scale (such as that of a single township).  

Beginning Date:
1994

Ending Date:
2001

Process Step Description(s):
We examined field survey notebooks for the entire state, from which vegetative information was extracted and compiled in a tabular database. Each record in the database is tagged to an individual township, range, and section corner. We added a field to the database and calculated values that correspond to the CORN-ID field in the DNR’s Landnet geodataset. This then allowed us to relate the tabular data to Landnet for use in Arc Info and Arc View. For those records that do not correspond geographically to a single corner (specifically meander corners and line trees, which occur between corners), we captured the previous corner visited and the direction and distance of travel from that corner, which allowed the calculation of geographic coordinates of these features.
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