METADATA FOR GENERAL LAND OFFICE (GLO) DATABASES

RECNO

Arbitrary record number

TOWNSHIP

Township north of Base Line

RANGE

Range east or west of 4th Principal Meridian

RANGEDIR

Direction with respect to the 4th Principal Meridian: 

2 = west, 4 = east

POINT

Location within the township (see generic township map). 

The values in this field are superceded by the field CORNER.

POINTDIR

Direction the surveyor was traveling when marking the point 

(not used for quarter or section corners): 

3 = west true line

4 = east true line

6 = west corrected line

7 = north (true or corrected)

8 = east corrected line

9 = south (true or corrected)

LINKS

Distances always expressed as links (100 links = 1 chain)

1 mi = 80 chains, 1 chain = 66 ft, 1 link = 7.92 in = .2012 m

PTYPE

Point type; five possible options:  

P = section corner or quarter section corner

L = line tree or trail/road

M = meander corner

E = ecosystem boundary

D = disturbance boundary

E represents where surveyors entered and left different ecosystems.  

Sometimes surveyors said when they entered different ecosystems, but 

didn't note when they left them (and vice versa).  We made no 

assumptions for these unknown locations.  Therefore, only two 

or three sides of an ecosystem might exist.

Data entered prior to April 1, 1996 did not have any ecosystem 

data entered at all.  Data entered between April 1, 1996 and 

October 1, 1996 had only barrens and related ecosystem types entered 

(e.g., oak openings).  Data entered after October 1, 1996 had all 

ecosystem types entered except swamps (S), marshes (M), and bottoms (H).  

Occasionally people did record the locations of bottoms.  When this 

occurred the data was left in the database.

VEGTYPE

One letter code representing the ecosystem in which the point is 

located (see VegCodes.XLS)

DISTURB

One number code representing the disturbance being recorded:  

3 = fire

4 = windthrow 

5 = man-made field

6 = sugar camp

7 = town/village

8 = farm

9 = slashing/old pinery

INOUT

One number code saying if the ecosystem or disturbance is being 

entered (1) or left (2)

MTYPE

One letter code describing the reason for the meander:  

L = lake

P = pond

M = marsh

B = bayou

S = state line

C = private claim

I = Indian reservation

D = road

E = special circumstances

The E code was used when surveyors recorded more than the normal 

quarter and section corners.  For example: 1/8 corners, 1/16 corners, 

or points within a section.

SP1-4

A two letter code representing the species of the witness or line tree 

(see SppCodes.XLS).  Some codes also represent other objects like trails, 

roads, boulders, etc.  

When the surveyor wrote "no trees" used code NO and when the surveyor 

didn't write anything used code NL.

DIAM1-4

Diameters of trees as listed in the notes (in inches).

If the diameter recorded included a fraction (e.g., 12 1/2), the fraction

was dropped and only the whole number was entered into the database.

AZ1-4

The location of the tree as listed by the surveyor (e.g., N36W).  

If no bearing was listed only the quadrant was recorded and it 

was noted in the Notes.  

If the surveyor only listed a cardinal direction (e.g., N) only 

this was entered and nothing was noted in the Notes.

If the azimuth recorded included a fraction of degrees or seconds,

(e.g., N 36 1/2 W) this was dropped and only the whole number was

entered into the database.

DIST1-4

The distance of the trees from the post (in links)

FSP

A list of the species listed at the end of each section line 

(often labeled as "Timber") using the codes in SppCodes.XLS.

One word descriptions recorded with the timber species were included.  

(Example:  Scattered oaks = SCAT OA; Pine barrens = PI BARREN.)  

Longer descriptions (e.g., Pine on south 1/2, Sugar, Hemlock on north 1/2) 

are included in the Notes.

USP

A list of the understory species listed at the end of each section 

line using the codes in SppCodes.XLS.

This field is not always filled in.  Though at times when there was 

no understory species listed it was entered as "NL," at other times 

nothing was entered into the field.  Therefore, if there is nothing 

listed it can be assumed that the surveyor did not note any species.

SURVEYOR

The surveyor(s) name(s) listed as first initial, middle initial 

(if applicable), and last name.

YEAR

Year the survey was performed.  If two years are listed 

(year contracted and year completed) the year the survey 

was completed was used.  (This occurred rarely.) 

INITIALS

Initials of the data entry person

ENTERMONTH, DAY, YEAR

Month, day and year of data entry

NOTES

Narrative information of interest recorded by the surveyor

CORNER

Location within the township (see generic township map). 

For meander corners, line trees, and ecosystem and disturbance 

points, the corner listed is that from which the links were measured

IDNO

The Wisconsin DNR Corner ID code, pulled from the Landnet coverage

X-COORD, Y-COORD

X and Y coordinates in Wisconsin Transverse Mercator meters. For 

section corners and quarter corners, these values have been pulled 

directly from the Landnet coverage. For other points, the coordinates 

have been calculated by adding or subtracting the links from the 

coordinates of the nearest section corner based on the direction 

the surveyor is traveling.

